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Science English R1A  2014-2015
Students in R1A were required to take Science English in this academic year. This has been a
challenge for some of the students in this class who are not strong in English and some are also
not very enthusiastic about science subjects.

We continued the syllabus of encouraging the students to make presentations in English. The
first presentations were simple and short-designed to help the students get used to standing in
front of the class and speaking in English.

The next presentation was for small groups to speak about a country of their choice, making a
poster to use as visual aid. The next was in pairs making a poster presentation about an
inventor or discovery that the students found interesting for example, Einstein, Galileo etc.
The students will do one more presentation before the end of the term on a science subject of
their choice.

R1A is a very large group and many of the students have not shown very much enthusiasm for
making presentations. There may be various reasons for this:

As mentioned, not every student is interested in science subjects.

The Science English classes are always the last class of the day and the students are tired.

The number of students in this class is very large, therefore there are few chances for the
teacher to spend time with the students individually. It would be much easier to motivate the
students in a smaller group.

The building where the classes are held has very few facilities to help the students in making
presentations. Last year’s students were able to use laptop computers and a large-screen
television to make Power Point presentations and this really helped to make the students feel
enthusiastic. Next year perhaps all SE classes could be held in Building 9’s multi-purpose room.
Access to computers would be a big help.

There has been some discussion about changing the focus of SE from presentations to
Dictogloss. There is no doubt that dictation is very good for students’ listening skills and this
may be an effective method of increasing the vocabulary level for science words and this could
help the students when they enter second grade. Perhaps an effective method would be to do
Dictogloss in the first grade classes and move on to presentation practice in second grade when
the students may have better levels of English ability. Or, perhaps the first few minutes of
class could be spent doing dictation exercises followed by something more active.
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